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January 2022 Harbinger 
 

A New Thing 
                January 2022 
 

“16 This is what the Lord says— he who made a way through the sea, 

  a path through the mighty waters, 17 who drew out the chariots and horses, 

  the army and reinforcements together, and they lay there, never to rise again, 

  extinguished, snuffed out like a wick: 18 “Forget the former things; do not dwell 

on the past. 19 See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive 

it?” Isaiah 43:16-19a 

Happy New Year! It is 2022!! Where did 2021 go? 

We had a wonderful Christmas Eve Candlelight service, and I would like to thank everyone who 

helped to make it that way!! I truly felt the presence of the Holy Spirit in our church worshiping with 

us!!  

I would also like to personally thank all of you for your generosity toward Linda, Karen and myself 

with the Staff Love Gift offering for Christmas this year! I was overwhelmed with gratitude!  

We are now in the New Year of 2022! How are you feeling? How do you plan to make 2022 better 

than 2021?  

God is amazing and as we read in Isaiah 43:16-19 the phrase “See, I am doing a new thing!” God is 

always doing a new thing! I am so thankful!  

In this year of 2022, I would like to ask all of you to pray for wisdom, direction and vision from God 

regarding the outreach we can become a part of in this next year! 

I would like to ask all of you to seek the Lord every single day, be in His Word and be in prayer! 

Our world seems to be changing more and more every single day! Change is part of life. But these 

changes that we see and hear about seem to be moving at a faster pace every single day!  

Mixed messages, inflation, health care decisions, etc. and there seems to be an anger building 

within our world that is coming closer to the surface!  

Let us be the calm in the midst of these times! 

Let us seek the wisdom of God through the power of the Holy Spirit and His Word! 

Let us ask that our eyes be opened to where God would have for us to serve, individually and as a 

church family!  

We are called by Jesus to come and follow Him! Are we willing? I pray so!  

May you all have a safe and blessed New Year and I am looking forward to the New Thing God is 

going to be doing here at Grand Ave UMC!  

Love and blessings to you all,  

Pastor Gwen  



 2 

 
January 2nd – Sonny Smith 
January 7th – Darcy Siggers 

January 9th – Michelle Conner 
January 11th – Dave Reeve 

January 13th – Dave Foerster 
                            Will Austerman 

January 14th – Lori Dickerson 
January 22nd – Amy King 
January 23rd – Rita King 

 

 

 
     Dear friends at GAUMC, your generosity at Christmas was overwhelming.  Thank you so much for the 
gift.  I cherish you all!  Linda 

     And a huge thank you to everyone who donated items for the church 

kitchen.   

 

Important Dates to Remember 

All the month of January – Sanctity of Life Month - Hope Center Baby Bottles – Fill a 
baby bottle with change, bills, checks – they will be collected January 31st. 

January 18th – Ad Council Meeting – 7:00 p.m. – Education Wing 

Just a Little Humor 
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REASON TO KEEP QUIET IN CHURCH 

A mother was giving instructions to her three children as she sent them into 
Sunday school, "And why is it necessary to be quiet in church?" Her son quickly 
responded, "Because people are sleeping!" 
**** 

WHY DOESN'T GOD ANSWER? 

The preacher's 5-year-old daughter noticed that her preacher father always 
paused and bowed his head for a moment before starting his sermon. One day 
she asked him why. 

"Well, Honey," he began, proud that his daughter was so observant of his 
messages, "I'm asking the Lord to help me to preach a good sermon." 

"Well then, how come He doesn't do it?" she asked. 
**** 

MORE FUN YELLING  

After a church service on Sunday Morning, a young boy suddenly announced to 
his mother, "Mom, I've decided to become a minister when I grow up."  

"Well," said the little boy, "I have to go to church on Sunday anyway, and I figure 
it will be more fun to stand up and yell than to sit and listen." 
**** 

LETTER TO GOD 

A Sunday School teacher challenged her children to take some time on Sunday 
afternoon to write a letter to God. They were to bring their letter back the 
following Sunday. 

One little boy wrote, "Dear God, we had a good time at church today. Wish you 
could have been there." 
**** 

 

 


	REASON TO KEEP QUIET IN CHURCH
	WHY DOESN'T GOD ANSWER?
	MORE FUN YELLING
	LETTER TO GOD

